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On the Effect of Semantic Mapping and Pre-Reading Questioning on
Pre-university Students’ Reading Comprehension Retention

R. Nejati*, and A. PezhmanAsl
!Assistant Prof. of English Language Teaching of SRTTU.
’M.A. Student of English Language Teaching of SRTTU.

Abstract: This study attempted to examine the effect of semantic mapping and pre-reading questioning
activities on learners' reading comprehension. For this purpose, forty six high school female students were
selected and assigned to two groups, semantic mapping and pre-reading questioning, after they were
homogenized by a pre-test including six reading comprehension texts selected from the University Entrance
Exam. Then, eight reading comprehension texts of the students' textbook were used as the treatment material.
The semantic mapping group was taught how to make semantic maps for each text and the pre-reading
questioning group was taught how to make questions about the texts. After the treatment, a posttest was
administered to both groups. The posttest included six texts selected from the University Entrance Exam. The
data, analyzed through Mixed Models Repeated Measures ANOVA, showed that both teaching techniques
worked satisfactorily. However, the students in the semantic mapping group did much better than the students in
the pre-reading questioning group.

Key words: Reading Comprehension, Semantic Mapping, Pre-Reading Questioning and Rotten.
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