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A Stylistic and Proficiency-based Approach EFL Learners Performance

Inconsistency

Gholam-Reza Abbasian
Assistant Professor in Applied Linguistics (TEFL) Imam Ali University

Abstract: This study investigated a triple relationship among language learners' learning styles, performance
in consistencies, and their proficiency levels. Participants were 51 Iranian graduate EFL, who received the
Michigan proficiency tests along with the Perceptual Learning-Style Preference Questionnaire (of Reid) in order
to measure their language proficiency level and learning style types. They were divided into three different
proficiency levels. To explore their performance inconsistencies, both oral data from an SST interview and
written data based on an on-the-spot journal writing were used. Corder’s (1971) scheme of error classification
into pre-systematic, systematic and post-systematic errors was employed for further explorations. The results
revealed significant relationships among the target variables, if not predictor-predicted relationships. The
findings support a non-linear relationship among the variable, which underscores significance of an integrative
approach to EFL learner’s performance inconsistencies based on which stylistic and language proficiency-based
approach as to error analysis and treatment is thereby warranted in EFL contexts.

Key words: CA, EA, Language Proficiency, Learning Style, Performance Inconsistency.
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